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WELCOME TO THE EIGHTEENTH EDITION 
Welcome to the eighteenth edition, which I hope you will agree contains 

some welcome and long-awaited news. The school and pre-school 

have both had a stimulating and productive half term, Furneux Pelham 

Village Hall has reopened (but still subject to some restrictions) and 

permission has been granted for a new terne-coated steel roof for 

Furneux Pelham church. Stocking Pelham Cricket Club has opened its 

centenary season with two entertaining wins and ground has already 

been cleared for the new Stocking Pelham playground.  

That said, proposals for a large solar farm just over the county 

boundary in Berden and Manuden parishes and a planning application 

for a battery storage unit in Stocking Pelham, accessed from East End, 

Furneux Pelham, are challenging residents to decide whether their 

aspirations for a green future outweigh their desire to preserve the 

existing local environment. If you feel strongly – in either direction – 

have your say on the East Herts Planning Portal. 

 

 

And who’s nicked the East End  

post box?  

 

 

Contributions to:  

pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

Cover story - Mill Hill Cottages, Stocking Pelham 

In 1955, John Caldwell came from London to Stocking Pelham looking 

for the birthplace of his grandmother, Elizabeth Bailey. Following a 

footpath leading northward from the road between the village and the 

church, (about 80 metres from the Rectory) he found two derelict 

thatched cottages on a low hill, just as his great-aunt Min, Elizabeth’s 

sister, had described to him. In one of these, Elizabeth and Min and 

their six siblings had been born between 1860 and 1880.  It was a 

surprise to John, as he explored the cottage, that both parents and 

children had lived in just two rooms, each about 3 metres square.  

continued on page 4 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Shirley Williams 
My mother, Shirley Williams, who died on 
April 12th at the age of 90, was a long term 
resident of Furneux Pelham. She bought the 
Well House, near the church, in 1967, shortly 
after she was first elected to Parliament. She 
chose the village because it was close to her 
constituency (then Hitchin), but not too close!  
I spent much of my childhood happily there 
and attended Furneux Pelham School for a 
while. Although I went to secondary school in 
London, Furneux Pelham was always ‘home’ 
both for me and for Shirley, where we 
retreated at weekends and holidays, and where she entertained friends, went 
on walks, and worked on her ministerial ‘red boxes’ and I enjoyed riding my 
pony, stabled with the legendary Stella Welsh at East End.   

The Well House was our family home until 2005 when Shirley moved to a flat 
in Hadham Hall nearby. I remained with my family, my two sons attending 
Furneux Pelham School as I had done, until we moved next door to Shirley at 
Hadham Hall in 2016. The main reason for moving was to help Shirley in her 
later years, but her fierce independence meant we were not allowed to do 
much of that!  

Many villagers will still remember Shirley, who was so down-to-earth and 
approachable that people forgot she was in fact a Peer of the Realm: Shirley 
Vivian Teresa Brittain Williams, Baroness Williams of Crosby. She took her title 
from the constituency she won for the SDP, rather than Furneux Pelham, as 
she always said that Iris Hughes, late of Furneux Pelham Hall, was really the 
head of the village! Shirley had been Secretary of State for Education in the 
Labour Government from 1976 to 1979. She then became one of the ‘Gang of 
Four’ who split from the Labour Party and founded the SDP in 1981 (later the 
Liberal Democrats), and subsequently entered the House of Lords.  Shirley 
combined an acute political mind with approachability, courtesy and warmth. 
She spoke with conviction and was interested in everyone, regardless of who 
they were or where they came from. 

Shirley has been buried in the churchyard at St Mary’s in Furneux Pelham, at 
her specific request, and I was delighted to discover that her grave is next to 
that of my late husband, who also loved the village.  
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I am very grateful to the many villagers who have written to me following 
Shirley’s death, with wonderful memories and tributes to her. She will be 
greatly missed.  

Rebecca Williams 

May 2021 

News from Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

On May 17th village halls were allowed to re-open for events such as indoor 

sport and exercise. There are still some restrictions in place. Event organisers 

must complete track and trace records and “hands, face, space” rules still apply. 

While the village hall has been closed work has been carried out to replace 

guttering, fascias and soffits and to repair the roof. Acoustic panels have been 

installed to improve the sound in the hall. Later wi-fi will be connected with initial 

funding from Hertfordshire County Council. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to the village hall. 

Kevin Bayes (Secretary), Janet Birch, Ebe Bonner, Linda Bratt (Treasurer), 

Jason Hadjioannou, Anna Shaw (Booking Officer) 

Trustees, Furneux Pelham Village Hall 

 

Cover story continued 

There were two attic rooms for sleeping but John found that the 

floorboards and joists were already too rotten and worm-eaten to 

venture upstairs. Instead, he drew floorplans and took several 

photographs.  

John returned to Stocking Pelham in about 1973 but found that little but 

foundations survived. Today, some imagination is needed to find even 

these. 

But if this is “Mill Hill” where was the 

mill itself? Old maps quickly provided 

the answer. This is from a map of 1877 

where it appears only as a circular 

mound. In all later editions, the mound 

has disappeared.  

With grateful thanks to David Bailey, 

who provided a copy of John Caldwell’s 

notes and photographs. 

Steve Bratt 
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Stocking Pelham Parish Annual Council meeting 
A short extract of the SPPC annual meeting held via Zoom on 6th May follows. 
For full report please see the minutes, once approved, on the Council 
website. 

There were no absentees with one member of the public in attendance. 

Cllr Mike Hutchins was unanimously re-elected Chairman with Daniel Horn 
taking on the role of Vice Chairman. 

There were a number of discussions including the impact of a proposed 
battery storage facility on farmland in Stocking Pelham. 

Village Hall: An estimate by Chris Hart to replace damage rabbit fencing, a 
new gate and extra rabbit wire on the recreational field was agreed by  
Mike Hutchins and Bridget Hitchcock with instructions to proceed given the 
green light. 

Thanks to Clarion Housing for securing the use of a rotovator for free to help 
with preparation work with Cllr Brown arranging for the area to be prepped. 

The annual audited accounts were approved. 

There was a debate about Zoom meetings which have now been banned and 
the merits of the system that worked well. a letter to the Secretary of State 
will be send objecting to the removal of the provision for remote meetings. 

Mike Hutchins - Chairman, SPPC 
www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk 

Battery Plant in Stocking Pelham 
A planning application for a second lithium battery installation in Stocking 

Pelham has been lodged with East Herts Council. If approved this project will 

have a serious impact on our village causing both visual and noise pollution. If 

you feel this should be opposed, please voice your opinion on the East Herts 

planning portal: Stocking Pelham Parish Council are unanimously opposed 

and are backed by Berden Parish Council. 

https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QRK76SGL

M2D00  

The new lithium battery proposal was made public by East Herts 

District Council 5 May.  

The planning reference is 3/21/0969/FUL.  

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QRK76SGLM2D00
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QRK76SGLM2D00
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QRK76SGLM2D00
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St Mary the Virgin, Furneux Pelham 

Planning Permission Granted for Replacement Roofs 

The Parochial Church 

Council has approval from 

all the regulatory 

authorities to replace the 

stolen lead roof with Terne 

Coated Stainless Steel. The 

accepted tender is £97,000 

including fees. 

Thank you to everyone who gave so generously at fund raising events or by 

donating, together with reserves we have £68,000 towards the costs. 

These are difficult times, and all of us have many calls on our finances, but we 

remain £29,000 short to commence the works and save the building from 

further damage. 

Once more we are appealing for help, any donation however small would be 
gratefully received.  
To support our appeal please make your donation to: 

Just Giving Page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-
gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX 

or by bank transfer to: PCC of Furneux Pelham Restoration Account 

Sort code: 30-90-84 | Account Number: 00041298 

If you donate by bank transfer and are a UK Taxpayer, please ask a PCC 
member for a Gift Aid Form. Please complete and return. This enables us to 
recover a further £25 for every £100 donated. 

For alternative ways to donate, please contact a PCC member below.  

Thank you. 

Rector Rev’d Julie Gawthrope  (01920-823531) 

Malcolm Ewen   (01279-777530) 

Christopher Stead    (01279-778001) 

Mark Haverson    (01279-777789) 

Roger Phillips    (01279-771983)  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/j-gawthrope?utm_id=1&utm_term=g9RgNaeJX
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UNIQUE RAFFLE FOR THE CHURCH ROOF 

“The Pelhams” community magazine has been given the opportunity to make 

its own contribution to the St Mary’s church roof fund through the generous 

donation of an exclusive and unique 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzle by a member 

of The Hundred Parishes Society. 

This unique jigsaw shows one of the angels looking down from the roof  

St Mary The Virgin, Furneux Pelham, after a restoration carried out by artist 

John Norbury in the early 1960s. Photographs of the shields held by the 

original angels depict heraldry dating from the last years of the 14th century. 

Buy a £2 raffle ticket to be in for a chance of winning this fabulous puzzle. 

There are 100 £2 tickets available. Get your ticket from Steve Bratt, Pheasant 

Cottage or Linda Gale, Greenpools. Raffle won’t be drawn until all tickets sold. 

Note – you can check the colourfulness of the jigsaw by popping across to the 

Parish Council website or Facebook page or the Furneux Pelham Community 

Facebook page.  
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The Annual Parish Council meeting was held via Zoom on Thursday 4th May 

and was preceded by the Annual Parish meeting. 

At the Annual Parish meeting, the Chair read his Parish Council report which 

reflected on some of the main events within the village and the issues 

considered by the Parish Council. This report can be read on pages 22 – 23. 

Residents provided their views on the speeding issues along Barleycroft End 

and an update on getting Whitebarns Lane maintained. 

The key points from the Annual Parish Council meeting were: 

• Cllr Steve Bratt was re-elected as Chair and Cllr Harry Smart was  

re-elected as Vice-Chair; 

• the Parish Council recorded that it did not support Berden Parish 

Council’s objection to the developer’s proposal for a solar farm at 

Battles Farm; 

• Eddie Wills was co-opted as a Cllr and will take the lead on community 

engagement for the Parish Council; 

• speeding along Barleycroft End was discussed and key to taking forward 

proposals to reduce the speed limits or to install a flashing sign and to 

establish a Drive Safe Scheme is the completion of a traffic survey; 

• Highways are investigating options in relation to removing the verge 

opposite Millwrights Cottage; 

• the site visit to assess the suitability of electric vehicle charging points in 

the Parish Council car park will be taking place in the coming month; 

• proposal to have a book swap in the pub bus shelter is being progressed; 

• the Parish Council confirmed it had internal controls in place and 

approved its Annual Governance and Accountability Return; 

• no crimes were reported to the police in April and an update on ECHO 

results was provided (see back page); and 

• East Herts Planning are officially short staffed which has implications for 

the processing of planning applications or enforcement matters. 

The next Parish Council meeting will be in person at the Village Hall on 1st July 

at 7 pm. Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk   

http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 
St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Wednesday 2nd June 

2.30 pm  Outdoor Church for Children  Furneux Pelham 
  and Families 
  HELP FIND SNOWY THE SHEEP! 

(Pre-booking is required - vicar@braughing.org.uk or (01920) 823531) 

Sunday 6th June Trinity 1 
9.30 am  Holy Communion (BCP)   Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am All Age Holy Communion with Baptism Braughing 

Sunday 13th June Trinity 2 
10.00 am  All Age Morning Worship   Braughing 
11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 20th June Trinity 3 
9.30 am  Café Church     Furneux Pelham 
11.15 am Holy Communion    Braughing 

Sunday 27th June Trinity 4 
9.30 am  Holy Communion    Braughing 
11:15 am Family Morning Worship   Furneux Pelham 

 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 

there is a Holy Communion service. For enquiries regarding Baptisms, 

Weddings or Funerals, please contact the Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwardens: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454,  
Mr R Taylor (01279) 777593 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – vacant   

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  
Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531  

mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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Centenary year, Stocking Pelham v Arkesden 

1921 -  The year the first recorded public performance of ‘sawing a 

woman in half’ was given by English stage magician P T Selbit, the first 

BCG vaccination against Tuberculosis was administered in Paris and 

Stocking Pelham Cricket Club was founded. 100 years later SPCC took to 

the field for the first time in their Centenary Season to face Arkesden.  

The pitch, outfield and Pavilion looked magnificent thanks to the amazing 

work done by Dave Nichols, Dave Bailey, Riikka Berthoud, Sid Wiffen and 

many other players and ‘friends’ of the club - thanks to everyone. 

After ‘Rabbit Hole Duty’ was completed, Paul White lost the toss and the 

opposition chose to bat on a day that was blessed with some sunshine as 

summer threatened to actually arrive. Before SPCC ran - well slowly 

jogged at best - onto the field, a team photo was taken featuring the new 

‘Centenary Caps’ which look splendid. Ali and Pete opened the bowling 

but Arkesden started well and soon advanced to 50 approx for 0 off about 

7 overs with both batsmen looking as relaxed as a Billionaire on holiday, 

sipping fine wine by the pool while having a massage. But a Hurricane was 

about to come and ruin that holiday and it was called Hurricane Pete! 

After 3 overs of somewhat wayward bowling, Pete found his line and 

length and proceeded to dismantle the Arkesden Top order like a small 

child would destroy Lego while having a tantrum. The opening pair were 

soon on the way back to the Pavilion - one bowled and one caught by John 

in the covers - and their number 4 also went for a duck with their timbers 

rearranged. Jason dispatched the number 3 who played his shot so early 

he was halfway walking off the pitch before the ball had left Jason’s hand. 

Poor batting- maybe? We put it down to the art of the slower ball. SPCC 

were back in it, especially after Arkesden’s dangerous looking number 5 

was struck plumb LBW in front of his sticks by a ripper from John. For a 

moment it looked like the umpire wasn’t going to give it - no one likes 

giving your mate out - but he had no choice and raised his finger, albeit 

turning his head almost in shame as he sent his team mate back to hutch.  

Wickets continued to fall with Will Dommett continuing his development 

into the next Shane Warne and picking up 3 wickets and John taking 



 

11 

another thanks to a catch by Mark - his first with gloves pilfered from 

England wicket keeper Ben Foakes (yes really). Arkesden rallied at the end 

thanks to 45 from their number 6, but Tom Reeve bowled him to leave 

SPCC chasing 143 to win.  

During tea, Kelvin passed on some words of wisdom using his many years 

of playing experience. While not Churchillian in delivery it did get to the 

point….’Just f*cking win’ was the message. 

Things didn’t start great. Colin - complete with new bat and shoes was 

bowled second ball (the first ball was a wide).   In fairness he got one that 

didn’t bounce much, Will departed not long after and Mark was another 

who didn’t waste much of the scorer’s ink. It was left to a middle order (or 

is that middle aged?)  fightback led by Michael. Ably assisted by Jason, Mr 

Thorpe serenely took the game away from the opposition with a 

magnificent 52 not out that included 7 fours. Jason went for 37, caught in 

the covers, but it was a fine knock that helped steady the SPCC ship. John 

was caught in the deep playing a very ‘unlike John’ kind of shot - though in 

his defence he might have been misled by Mark who was umpiring at the 

time. On arriving at the crease Mark informed John that the bowler’s 

action was ‘right arm, over the wicket’, to which the bowler piped up to 

inform it was actually ‘left arm, round the wicket’. However, Pete 

continuing his good form, steadied any nerves with a quick fire 25, 

including some hefty blows on the leg side, to give SPCC their first win of 

the season. 

Other points to note. We welcomed a new player, Tom Wood, who joined 

us for most of the match and Wilf also helped in the field and bowled a 

fine over at the end. We took 50% of our catches meaning several players 

need to buy a jug next time we venture to the pub - you know who you 

are! Also the club could have been £250 better off had someone filmed 

Colin’s theatrical stumble in the field and sent it into ‘You’ve Been 

Framed’ - should that programme still exist! 

Overall a good solid performance and nice to start the 100th season with a 

win. 
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Remember the days 

Remember the days when kids played in the park, 

football and rounders, got home before dark, 

went swimming, climbed trees, got tired and dirty, 

had such a good time, went to bed by 8.30. 

Warm sunny days for kids to roam, 

unlike today when stuck to their phone, 

one day they'll get bored, but somehow I doubt it, 

morning till night they can’t live without it. 

They talk to their friends in the same room, 

not face to face, just through zoom, 

outside that life of social media trouble, 

there's a real world out there,  

don't get trapped in a bubble. 

Margaret Palmer 
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Elsenham to Thaxted Branch Railway 

1st April 1913 to 13th September 1952 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also called  “The Elsenham Flyer”   “The Gin & Toffee Train”  “The Club 

Room on Wheels” 

I moved to this area in 1978 and discovered my maternal great grandparents 

and their ancestors lived in Henham. This area of North West Essex / East 

Hertfordshire is where both my grandparents were born. Thus I had come to 

live in the part of England which my grandfather left over 120 years ago when 

he joined the Kings Hussars and went off to the 2nd Boer War (1899-1902). On 

his return he settled in London, my mother recalled travelling to visit her 

grandparents and other relatives by catching the train from London Liverpool 

Street Station to Elsenham and then the Elsenham Flyer to Henham Halt.  

I travelled for my work by train from Newport to London, which went through 

Elsenham Station, but I could not see any signs of this branch line, thus my 

interest and to discover what happened. 

Why build a line? Thaxted is a market town and from late medieval times was 

a major cutlery making center, but it was unable to get sufficient supplies of 

coal so it could never develop into a city like Sheffield. It also grew as a wool 

processing town but trade stopped growing because road access was very 

poor. The population in 1850 was 2556 this declined to 1659 in 1900, traders 

& farmers blamed the population decline on their uncompetitiveness over the 

lack of a railway to transport goods or produce. 
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The passing in 1896 of the Light Railways Act together with the fact the railway 

lines from Bishops Stortford to Braintree and Audley End to Saffron Walden 

had already been built, encouraged local dignitaries to take up the challenge 

to build a railway. They had the idea to build a 2 foot 6 inches light gauge 

railway of 10 miles 66 chains from Elsenham to Great Bardfield. Involved was 

Sir Walter Gilbey born in Rye Street, Bishops Stortford, to a father who owned 

coaching inns and had started a daily horse drawn coach service from Bishops 

Stortford to London. Sir Walter together with his brother founded Gilbey’s Gin 

and later after service in the First World War they gave land in Rye Street for a 

hospital. Another dignitary was Earl of Warwick, who following his marriage to 

Daisy Grenfell, now owned her family home of Easton Lodge near Dunmow. 

Previously she was a mistress to Edward V11 and apparently he travelled 

incognito by train to Bishops Stortford then by coach to Easton Lodge. Two 

others involved were Charles Gold, Saffron Walden MP and William Maitland 

a lawyer, writer and the architect of Jurisprudence. 

After ten years of debate they were going nowhere, the narrow gauge idea was 

finally abandoned to a more realistic plan of a standard gauge railway of 5 miles 

and 47 Chains costing £31,266.10s from Elsenham to Hill Farm approximately 

one mile west of Thaxted. The delays continued, some land owners refused to 

give permission for the line to cross their land. One man Alfred Paget 

Humphrey of Horam Hall would only allow the railway line to cross his land if 

it built a Halt for trains at Plonks (now Cutlers Green). 

Finally on 25th July 1911 after receiving £15,000 for land purchases from the UK 

Treasury, the first sod was cut at Hill Farm, the proposed site of Thaxted 

Station. This was on the top of a hill 1 mile from Thaxted down a no through 

lane. Sir Walter Gilbey sat in a wheel barrow and was pushed along the first 

part of the intended track. Speeches over lunch in a marquee stated how the 

town would now grow. Work started in earnest on 6th September 1911 and 

took 18 months to construct and in February 1913 the Board of Trade approved 

the completed works. 

On 31st March 1913 Sir Walter Gilbey (now 82 years old) was driven by car from 

Brighton to Elsenham to perform the opening ceremony. A special train from 

London departed at noon aboard were dignitaries including Sir Ailwyn Fellowes 

a Cabinet Minister and previously First Lord of the Treasury but now Chairman 

of the Agricultural Wages Board & Food Production. The first train, with invited 

guests only, from Elsenham to Thaxted left at 1.25 pm for the 25 minute 
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journey. It was an important occasion some people were given a day’s holiday 

so they could cheer as the train passed. 

On Tuesday 1st April 1913 (April Fool’s Day) the line opened to the public, 50 

passengers travelled on the first train and over 575 tickets we sold during the 

day, also about 150 people walked from Thaxted to Hill Farm just to see the 

train. The local press reported two amusing events; an elderly farm labourer 

put on his Sunday best to watch the train pass but vowed never to board such 

a thing, meanwhile an elderly lady sitting at Thaxted station asked how does it 

keep the wheels on the rails. 

The line for a short time fulfilled the hopes of traders such as the confectionery 

company Lees of Thaxted (the toffee connection) and farmers along the line, 

because of the links from Elsenham to further afield it gave them the 

opportunities to exploit markets in Cambridge and London. Added to the 

regular goods traffic over 300 passengers travelled weekly, mostly on 

Thursdays for Bishops Stortford market. 

During the First World War and in the 1920’s and 30’s combustion engine 

development accelerated and country lanes were laid with foundations and 

tarmacked for all year round use, making road transport more efficient. 

Meanwhile workers were needed to operated and load vehicles at a farm, plant 

or factory then railway staff were needed to load onto a train at departure 

station, then more railway staff at destination station to unload the train back 

onto lorries for delivery making this form of transporting goods costly. 

Throughout the 1940’s and 1950’s all over England lorries started to carry the 

freight from source to destination on short to medium distances more cheaply 

than the railways. The railways were left with carrying heavy freight over longer 

distances, meanwhile railway passenger traffic for business and holidays grew. 

The Second World War virtually stopped all passenger traffic on non-mainline 

railways from which this line like many others would never recover and in 1951 

with little local opposition it was announced the line would close. On the 15th 

September 1952 the last passenger train was due to run but this was a Sunday 

and trains did not run on this line on a Sunday so on Friday 13th September 

1952 driver Mr Dever and fireman Mr. Agnew took locomotive 68579 and 400 

people on its last journey. The guard Mr T. Butt who had worked on the railway 

since it started organised a coffin bearing the words” Died Waiting” and put it 

into his guards van.  
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People were aware of its possible closure because in May 1952 the company 

Eastern National Omnibus had started a service from Bishops Stortford to 

Thaxted going through many of the villages the line served. The tracks were 

taken up and now almost 70 years later it is hard to find any signs the line ever 

existed. It had lasted less than 40 years starting on April fool’s day and finished 

on Friday 13th.  

This was the last railway line built in Essex until the branch line from Stansted 

Mountfitchet to Stansted Airport was completed in 1991. 

Malcolm Ewen 

Furneux Pelham History Group 

 

Thank ‘ell for decimalisation 
For the older readers do you remember learning this at school? 

12 inches = 1 foot,     3 feet = 1 yard,  

5 ½ yards = 1 Pole, Rod or Perch,   4 poles = 1 Chain,  

10 Chains = 1 Furlong   8 Furlongs = 1 mile.  

Also a cricket pitch length between wickets is 22 yards which originally was 1 

Chain. 

PS An ell is a measure of cloth, typically 45 inches in England but 37 inches in 

Scotland 

A120 Little Hadham Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme 

Good progress continues to be made with the A120 bypass and flood 

alleviation scheme which is expected to complete by the end of the summer. 

Readers may recall an article on puddingstones in the February 2021 

magazine and there is now another one to add to the collection in the local 

area. A puddingstone weighing in at 

around 3.5 tonnes was discovered 

east of the Albury Tributary. 

Puddingstone is a hard mass of flint 

pebbles held together by a plain 

grey sandstone. 

The River Ash bank stabilisation works at Upwick Green have been completed 

and work on the flood alleviation scheme is accelerating, making the most of 

the finer days of weather. 
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The major concrete structures, the river culverts and reservoir spillways of 

the two flood storage dams are nearly complete, with work on the walkway 

under the bypass beside the Albury Tributary Spillway still ongoing. This 

allows the remaining sections of the dams to be placed as the stockpiled clay 

based material dries sufficiently following the exceptionally wet winter. 

The new channel for the Lloyd Taylor Drain is progressing well with scour 

protection installed around the culvert headwall and on the east side. The 

river bed stone installation will be completed shortly. 

In March-April the bridge beams were installed at Mill Mound Bridge and the 

main bridge deck was constructed and connected with the integral supports. 

Remember – full weekend closure expected for the first weekend of June. 

Pelhams Pre-School 
 

With the increasing number on children 

wishing to enrol, it has been so lovely 

welcoming our new starters this term, 

getting them settled in and into the swing of Preschool life, they are all 

doing so well as it’s such a big step for them.  

This term we are exploring the garden, while the weather was dry the 

children loved the water play activities, while other weeks the sandpits 

have proved very popular. Our theme this term is all about colours, each 

week we have looked a different colour. On ‘yellow’ week, the children 

painted some beautiful sunflowers, these have been added to our 

creative boards in the hall, we certainly have some budding artist 

amongst them, they all took their time to create some wonderful 

masterpieces.  

Time seems to be flying past, soon another half-term will be here. In 

June, we will be learning all about the weather and what we find in our 

sea’s this will be themed to our fun water play activities! 

www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk  

 

Pelhams Pre-school, Stocking Pelham Village Hall, Stocking Pelham, 

Nr. Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0HZ 

Registered Charity No: 1072299 

  

http://www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk/
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
As I never like to disappoint my loyal reader (thanks, devoted Husband) I shall 

continue  this month with my Useful Glossary of Gardening Terms, part 2. 

N is for Nigella.    No, not her, although she is awesome.   Have you tried her 

lemon pavlova? – magnificent.   I mean the pretty blue hardy annual. I sowed 

a packet of seed in 1978 and they have been coming up faithfully ever since. 

O is for Ornithology.   As any gardener knows, our little feathered friends 

provide the soundtrack to our horticultural efforts, and repay our care and 

attention.  Sadly ostriches and ospreys are rare visitors to the Pelhams but 

one can always hope. 

P is for pond.   A refuge for local wildlife to find a safe, quiet spot.   

Inhabitants include newts, frogs, grass snakes, dragonflies and husbands. 

Q is for quinoa.   But although we are trying to grow our food in our own 

vegetable garden, it doesn’t thrive here, preferring the Andes.  Shame. 

R is for rhubarb.   Is it a fruit, is it a vegetable, does anyone care?  Because 

who doesn’t love a rhubarb crumble, lovingly dowsed with custard?    

S is for sweet peas.  Fragrant, pretty, prolific, and not at all like that other S 

which is for savages.  I include in this category an infestation of grandchildren 

and the resident canine, none of whom seem to recognise the difference 

between flower beds and grass. 

T is for tilth, generally preceded by the adjective fine.   This is, allegedly, 

beautifully conditioned soil, with no lumps or stones or imperfections, perfect 

for sowing seeds and raising magnificent crops.   An unattainable ideal of 

vegetable gardening. A sort of horticultural unicorn. 

U is for umbellifers, otherwise known as cow parsley.   Some may see this is a 

weed but I love it when in all its lovely frothiness it populates the far end of 

the garden when the daffodils have died down.   Please refer to W for 

weeds… 

V is for vicious.   What you have to be with assorted pests and intruders who 

are Vile.   For example, bindweed, nettles, ground elder.   You need to 

become a Veritable Titan of Terror in dealing with these. 
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W is for weed, which is defined as a plant growing in the wrong place.   See 

above under V for example, but consider showing mercy to self seeded 

forget-me-nots, primroses, cow slips, cow parsley, which can gladden any 

heart. 

X traditionally is for xylophone, but as I haven’t got one of those in the garden 

I shall have to settle for Xystus, a Roman term for an open air area for 

strolling.   I think that covers quite a lot of the garden, and in future will tempt 

me to don my toga for an evening stroll with my glass of Chianti. 

Y is for yield, the fruits of one’s labours when unimpeded by locust, greenfly 

and caterpillar.  Overestimated every year. 

Zzzzzz is for what to do at the end of a great day in the garden! 

Sleep well! 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

Sierra HomeCare 
My name is Malcolm Stewart, and I am the founder, along 
with my wife Julie, of Sierra Homecare - a family run, 
independent provider of high quality person-centred homecare 
services. 

I decided to set up the company following my own personal 
experiences when trying to source care for two of my brothers 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s/Dementia. It was a stressful and 
emotional time, and I had to face immense challenges, as do 
so many other families, to secure quality, consistent care for 
my loved ones. 

Like you, I want the best for my family. I didn’t want my 
brothers to be passive recipients of care but to be supported 

to make their own decisions and continue to live their lives as they choose, in their own 
homes, surrounded by their own belongings and memories, with the significant benefits 
this brings to their health and well-being. 

With our extensive range of support services, we can help you, or a loved one, remain 
living in the comfort and privacy of your own home, surrounded by your own personal, 
cherished belongings and memories. 

We work together with our clients and their families, to provide individualised support 
plans ensuring all needs are met whilst remaining respectful of individual preferences 
and life choices. 

If you would like an informal chat, please call on 01279 501678. 

Malcolm Stewart, Director 
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Furneux Pelham School News 
We have really got back into the rhythm of school life now we are a 

few weeks into the summer term (after the school closures earlier in the 

year).   This term is always a busy one and we are really looking forward to 

being able to mark all our usual special events, such as Sports Day and our 

summer production. 

Bikeability 

After several cancellations due to the 
pandemic, our Year 5 pupils were delighted to 
be able to complete their Bikeability training.  
They began by completing level 1 on the 
playground before progressing on the roads 
around the school.  They did extremely well 
and learnt some invaluable skills to help them 
to negotitiate our narrow village roads.  

Eco Committee Elections 

Having elected our School Council, who 
have made a fantastic start to their role by 
researching pupil opinions of reading 
sessions in our school, it was time to elect 
our Eco Committee.  Pupils in Year 5 and 6 
presented speeches to the whole school, 
ahead of a visit to the Polling Station.  
Years 2-4 presented to their classes and, 
after a vote, our new Eco Committee was elected.  They have already made 
an impact with their job as recylcing monitors – as part of this they police the 
contents of the recycling bins and update us on any incorrect contents that 
they discover!  

Crumbles and Sparkles 

Chopin class welcomed a visitor from Saffron Walden 
County High School last week who led a lesson on using 
‘Crumbles and Sparkles’ for physical computing. They have 
loaned us some kit, and the class are learning how to 
programme sequences of lights and motors to achieve 
different effects. Our visitor was very impressed that 
some pupils programmed a rainbow LED light sequence in 
the first session! 
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Time for a Pizza 

In computing this term, Mozart class have been introduced 
to spreadsheets. The children began the unit carrying out 
research into Italy and writing non-chronological reports. 
They then decided to make pizza (being a well-known dish 
from Italy!).  Pupils used a spreadsheet to work out how 
much of each topping would be needed and were 
introduced to the formulae and calculations that a 

computer can carry out.  Before making the pizzas they had to debug the 
algorithm so they could use the corrected algorithm to bake some super 
looking pizzas for to take home and enjoy. 

First Aid Training 

Provided by the Red Cross, Year 5 and 6 had a fantastic opportunity to learn 
some First Aid skills.  They took part in a virtual training course in which they 
learnt important factors related to the delivery 
of first aid, such as the importance of 
considering their own safety before offering aid 
to other.  This was a tough learning point as 
many of the children’s natural instinct was to 
put themselves before others – particularly 
since our half-termly value is ‘service’!  They also learnt how to respond to 
head injuries, burns, broken limbs and asthma attacks.  It was a really useful 
session. 

Netballers in Training 

With the re-opening of our after-school clubs, our netballers have started 
training again.  After a while apart, their coach, Mrs. Mitcham, has been 
delighted to see how much progress the netballers have made in only a few 
weeks of being together again as a team.  This is great news ahead of their 
first friendly match next week! 

Off to PGL!  

Usually, every year Year 5 and 6 head off on a residential trip.  
One year we go on a city break to York and the other we visit 
PGL Bawdsey Manor for an outdoor pursuits week.  This week the classroom 
was filled with cheers when the children found out that the trip will go ahead.  
Whilst the children are always excited to go on their residential trip, after 
such a challenging year they are more excited than we have ever seen them 
before!  The week will include opportunities to abseil, climb, travel on a zip 
wire and giant swing, orienteer, work as a team, support friends and build 
resilience.  It should be a very memorable week!  
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Furneux Pelham Parish Council Annual Report 
The following report was presented to Annual Meeting held on 6th May 2021 

The Parish Council has met on six occasions over the past twelve months 

using a virtual platform. 

The Parish Council had two vacancies for several months until one of these 

was filled by the co-option of Romilda Rodrigues. There is the prospect of the 

remaining vacancy being filled very shortly.  

In January 2020 ‘The Pelhams’ community magazine was launched with 

financial guarantees provided by both Furneux Pelham and Stocking Pelham 

Parish Councils. On behalf of the organising team, I am pleased to report that 

all production costs have been covered by advertising revenue and 

consequently the guarantees have not been needed. Our objective to build 

the identity of the Pelhams has been greatly enhanced by the content 

provided by residents of both villages and feedback has been very positive. 

We are particularly grateful that the team of volunteers has not missed a 

single month’s delivery.  

The village Welcome Pack continues to be well received and valued by 

incoming new residents. 

Several Parish Councillors and the Clerk have been involved in launching a 

multi-parish approach along the Ash Valley to support the social well-being of 

residents. Gift parcels have been distributed on a targeted basis at both 

Christmas and Easter and the Parish Council has funded a Pelhams Helpline 

mobile number, manned by volunteers, to provide advice and guidance. 

Funding for a hot supper for older residents has been secured by a Parish 

Councillor and will be organised as soon as rules permit. 

A number of issues remain unresolved. These include the surfacing of 

Whitebarns Lane and the unauthorised expansion of the pallet yard into the 

neighbouring field. Despite much time and effort by residents, neither of 

these has been satisfactorily addressed yet. The issue of speeding along 

Barleycroft End has been held back by COVID regulations, but we expect this 

to be progressed with urgency as soon as restrictions are lifted. 

On the subject of roads, a comprehensive survey of missing road signs by two 

residents has been provided to Hertfordshire County Council (HCC) and we 

are assured that these will be replaced on a prioritised basis, though nothing 
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has yet appeared. In contrast, several missing footpath signs have been 

replaced and the route of a footpath has been clarified near to The Wash. The 

Parish Council is also working with HCC to investigate provision of electric 

charging points in our car park adjacent to the village hall.   

Nearly all of the allotments have been taken for this season, and our thanks 

are due to those who have organised letting, maintenance and collection of 

fees in the past year.   

The Salvation Army clothing bank in the car park continues to be well used 

and provides a small income to supplement Parish Council funds.  

The Parish Council has used its accumulated reserve to support the building 

of the village playground and the Furneux Stores, both in the Brewery Tap 

garden. We could not have known how vital both would be in the darker days 

of lockdown and we hope both will prove to be even greater village assets in 

the future. 

The funds that the Parish Council raises from your Council Tax (‘The Precept’) 

has been maintained at £4000, which is the lowest in the county for a village 

of our size. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the residents involved in making this a 

better village in which to live and work and our Parish Clerk, our Vice-Chair 

and fellow Parish Councillors for all their efforts and support.  

Cllr Steve Bratt, Chair 
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY 

As summer arrives, we hope that readers will continue to enjoy the walks 

listed on the website www.hundredparishes.org.uk. These varied routes 

provide a wonderful opportunity to appreciate the variety of wildflowers 

growing in field margins, hedgerows, verges, churchyards and village 

greens.    

After this season’s chilly start, the warmer days have encouraged an 

abundance of flowers to provide essential nectar and pollen to support 

visiting pollinators.  With the increasing concern about the alarming 

reduction in insect numbers, many of those caring for green spaces have 

adopted the ‘NO MOW IN MAY’ approach to grass maintenance, where 

the uncut grassy places can support a surprisingly large number of 

different native species. Their flowers add variety to these areas and the 

bees benefit as well!  

Wayside plants such as Stinging Nettles, Goosegrass (the long, hairy plant 

that sticks to your socks) and Cow Parsley thrive alongside lanes and 

tracks. Cow parsley, with its splay of tiny white flowers, can grow as high 

as a person. A touch of pink is often added by the flowers of Red Campion, 

also known as Bachelor’s Buttons as it might have been worn as a 

buttonhole by unmarried men.  

Common bright yellow flowers include Dandelions and the shiny golden 

petals of a great variety of Buttercups. The tall Ox-eye Daisy is often 

present where wildflower mixtures have been sown. In recent years these 

have become a common sight beside new roadways.  

The types of wild flower I have listed can be seen and enjoyed almost 

everywhere in the Hundred Parishes. There are many more varieties to be 

seen and occasionally something quite rare. For smart phone users there 

are apps to help with identification, but we do not have to be experts to 

appreciate and enjoy nature’s abundance. 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee 

www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

  

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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WEATHER REPORT FOR APRIL 2021 

The month was generally cool with just a few days that were more like what 

to expect for the time of year. On the 5th, 6th, 11th and 12th there were 

snow flurries, but only very light and not for long so there wasn’t enough to 

register in the rain gauge. The rain fall was very small, totalling 1.4mm, the 

driest April since 2007 which had 2.1mm. It has been a pleasantly sunny 

month. 

Janet Birch  

 

 

PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and 

reasoning alone – no maths 

involved!  
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Criss Cross 

Fit the listed words into their correct places in the grid. One word will 

be left over at the end which will be the answer.  
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May 2021 puzzle answers 

 

 

The remaining letters in the 
criss cross spell  

CARTONS 
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Echo is the Herts police communication platform for local communities to 

use to let them know what areas they think the police should be focusing on. 

The feedback received by each community is automatically assessed and 

reviewed and discussed at the Local Policing Priorities meeting which takes 

place each quarter.  

This information contributes to new policing priorities being set for the next 

quarter. The Local Policing Priorities for the current quarter were set on  

24th March 2021. They are: to reduce Agricultural plant theft and Speeding. 

Local SNT officers have conducted several speed checks over the past months 

and will continue to do so from information received from police reports and 

Echo. 

Any matters reported that are not the responsibility of the police are passed 

on to the right authority to be dealt with. For example, issues with 

pavements, poor traffic signs and improved or increased traffic calming 

measures have been recently passed on to Highways to action. 

 

If you would like to contribute to the contents of this 

magazine, please email copy to 

pelhamscommag@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. 

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com

